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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 26-51 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
(Azarian 6,238,467) in view of (Dauber 5,593,482). 

Regarding Claim 26, Azarian discloses a composite sheet (Col. 3, lines 25-30-- 
carbon composite between two filter media layers) comprising a first sheet (one of 
the already disclosed filter layers of the composite sheet) having air permeability 
(permeability-Col. 9, lines 25-30), waterproof n ess (waterproof-Col. 9, lines 53-60) 
and dustproofness (filtering pollutants, particles and contaminants-Col. 3, lines 
12-23); a second sheet (another of the already disclosed filter layers of the 
composite sheet) having air permeability; and a layer of activated carbon sandwiched 
between the first and second sheets (as already set forth at Col. 3, lines 25-30). 
Except, Azarian does not explicitly disclose the air permeability below a level of 13 
Gurley seconds and the waterproofness and dustproofness above a level that satisfies 
IP65. However, Dauber discloses air permeability below a level of 13 Gurley seconds 
(permeability of 7 Gurley sec. -Col. 8, lines 1-13) and the waterproofness and 
dustproofness above a level that satisfies IP65 (Col. 4, lines 32-53-wherein the 
adsorbent comprises 100% adsorbent materials; whereas IP65 denotes the ability 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,177 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2835 

to prevent a jet of water from passing there-though). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to provide the 
composite sheet of Azarian with the permeability configuration of Dauber in order to 
improve filtering reliability and prevent the passage of contaminants. 

Regarding Claims 27-29, 31-37, and 42-48, Azarian discloses the composite sheet as 
claimed in claim 26, wherein the composite sheet comprises the carbon sheet (as 
already disclosed) including non-woven fabrics (non-woven layers--as disclosed by 
Col. 9, lines 38-47, and further disclosed by Col. 8, lines 35-39) and the layer of 
activated carbon sandwiched between the non-woven fabrics (as already set forth in 
claim 1) and a fine-hole sheet (Col. 23, lines 32-50-wherein adhesive layer is 
covered with a microporous layer) having a large number of fine pores superposed 
on the carbon sheet (wherein the microporous adhesive covers the already 
disclosed composite sheet), and wherein the first sheet comprises the fine-hole sheet 
(as already set forth) and one of the non-woven fabrics superposed on the fine-hole 
sheet (wherein Col. 23, lines 32-50 discloses the microporous adhesive on the 
PTFE composite sheet by Col. 9, lines 38-47 and the PTFE is already disclosed as 
non-woven fabric), and the second sheet comprises the other of the non-woven fabrics 
(a further disclosed by Col. 9, lines 51-67-Col. 10, lines 1-7-where respective first 
and second filter sheets PTFE are disclosed, and each sheet is non-fabric, as 
already set forth). 
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Regarding Claims 30, & 41 Azarian discloses the closed type casing/device (laptop- 
Col. 2, lines 46-52), comprising: a heat radiating structure (as constituted by air 
receiving interior of disk drive enclosure--Col. 2, lines 44-61); and a casing (Col. 1, 
lines 11 -31 -where disk drive enclosure encapsulates mechanical, optical and 
electrical equipment) for encapsulating incorporated equipment and a ventilation hole 
(vent hole-Col. 2, lines 53-61), wherein the heat radiating structure includes the 
ventilation hole (as already set forth, where the vent hole is on the enclosure) and 
the composite sheet as claimed in claim 26 attached to the casing so as to cover the 
ventilation hole (as already set forth wherein the composite sheet is mounted and 
sealed over the vent hole), and the composite sheet is attached to the casing with the 
first sheet facing outward and second sheet facing inward (as constituted by the 
composite sheet mounted and sealed over vent hole). 

Regarding Claims 38 & 49, Azarian discloses the closed type casing as claimed in 
claim 30, wherein a discharge hole (where air exits 96, 98 via discharge hole of 
enclosure 88-Fig. 8b) for discharging external air introduced through the ventilation 
hole using a blower (fan-Col. 3, lines 59-66-where filters of the vent holes are 
place in front of a fan) provided in the casing is formed in the casing at the opposite 
position to the ventilation hole. 
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Regarding Claims 40 & 51, Azarian discloses the closed type device as claimed in 
claim 30, wherein the ventilation hole is formed in a part of an openable door (wherein 
lid-1 16-Fig. 8b defines the already disclosed ventilation hole that receives 98) of 

the casing. 



Regarding Claims 39 & 50, Azarian discloses the closed type device as claimed in 
claim 30, except explicitly wherein the casing has electrically conductive property and 
the layer of activated carbon and casing are electrically connected to each other. 
However, Dauber discloses wherein the casing has electrically conductive property and 
the layer of activated carbon and casing are electrically connected to each other (Col. 3, 
lines 1-10--wherein the adsorbent assembly is mounted to the exterior of an 
enclosure providing a shield from EMI). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill I the art at the time that the invention was made to provide the casing of 
Azarian with the electrically connected carbon and casing of Dauber in order to improve 
EMI shielding and preventing radiation leakage. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26-51 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The amended claim have been rejected 
using prior art, Azarian from the previous rejection in view of newly cited art Dauber. 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COURTNEY SMITH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9094. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 am-5 pm (1st Fri. 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on 571-272-3740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. SJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2835 

/Jayprakash N Gandhi/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2835 



